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The ALMA! committee

Council are recruiting volunteers for the Alma! committee to help put Alma's best face
forward through beautification initiatives, festivals and events, and sharing ideas that will
improve our favourite little village for all who live, work, play and visit here.
For more information and to sign up please email villageofalma@gmail.com or call
887-6123.

New Brunswick Day Celebrations
We all hope that New Brunswick will be in the final
green phase of covid-19 recovery before August 2nd,
but we will follow all safety protocols that are
required for this event.
12:30-1:30 pm Bring your favourite wheels and meet
at the Alma Rink to decorate your
bicycle/tricycle/unicycle/wheelbarrow.
There will be prizes for the most colourful wheels, the most creative design, the loudest
wheels, the sportiest wheels, and the best in show. Some decorating supplies will be available
but feel free to bring your own as well. Prizes generously donated by The Tide Church.
1:30-2:00 pm March or ride your wheels down Main Street (Alma Rink to village square).
2:00-2:30 pm Bring your decorated wheels to the Alma Activity Centre and enjoy some
birthday cake while the judges decide who the prize winners will be.
Enjoy the rest of your afternoon and evening in Fundy National Park or the village. A fireworks
show will take place after dark.

Canada Greener Homes Grant

The Government of Canada launched the Canada Greener Homes Grant. This grant will
help you reduce your energy related emissions and lower your energy bills.
Canada Greener Homes Grant (nrcan.gc.ca)
• Up to 700,000 grants of up to $5,000 to help homeowners make energy efficient retrofits
to their homes, such as better insulation
• EnerGuide evaluations (worth up to $600) and expert advice to homeowners so they can
begin to plan their retrofits
The program also offers training for individuals to become qualified Energy Advisors and
for organizations to become licensed service organizations. For more details please visit:
Explore careers in energy efficiency (nrcan.gc.ca)

New liquor rules include mandatory training

This training allows sale of liquor with food take-out or delivery. An online course on
responsible practices will become mandatory later this year for anyone who serves and
sells liquor at licensed establishments in the province. The requirement is part of recent
amendments to the Liquor Control Act that were tabled last year. Changes now also allow
the sale of liquor with food orders for take-out or delivery. The industry had originally
been granted temporary permission to do so under the mandatory order of the state of
emergency, but effective May 1, this activity is permitted under the Liquor Control Act
regulation. The online course, which will be delivered by the Tourism Industry Association
of New Brunswick, is now available for owners of licensed establishments who want their
staff to get a head start before Sept. 1, when the training becomes mandatory.
Information on how to access the new training course for bartenders and servers is
available at https://tianb.com/training_1/responsible-beverage/

2021 Census
Millions of Canadians have now
completed their 2021 Census
questionnaires, but there is still time for
remaining households to fill theirs in.
Accurate and complete Census data
ensures municipalities have a clear
picture of needs in their community,
from infrastructure to community
centres to employment.

Motorcycle, moped and scooter written test now online

Service New Brunswick is now offering online written tests for motorcycles, mopeds and
scooters. New riders writing the motorcycle test will still have to complete a motorcycle
safety course as part of the graduated licencing system. The new online motorcycle test is
an add-on to the previously launched written beginner driver test. Last fall New Brunswick
became the first province to offer online testing. Once the candidate passes the test, they
can visit a Service New Brunswick centre (except Campobello) after four business days to
complete the process, which includes vision screening, providing identity and residency
documentation, having a photo taken, and paying for a new driver’s licence. The completion
certificate from a motorcycle safety course is required at this time.

Amendments introduced to reduce provincial personal
income tax due to carbon tax revenue

Amendments to the Income Tax Act were introduced today that would reduce the
provincial personal income tax rate on the first tax bracket from 9.68 per cent to 9.4 per
cent and increase the Low-Income Tax Reduction (LITR) threshold from $17,630 to
$17,840 for the 2021 taxation year. The $163 million in carbon tax revenue for 2021-22
will be distributed as follows:
• $78 million will be returned to taxpayers through the April 2020 reduction in gasoline
and diesel taxes;
• $36 million will be allotted to the Climate Change Fund and climate initiatives;
• $12 million will go towards the natural gas distribution offset established last year;
• $9 million will be provided to First Nations; and
• $28 million will be returned to New Brunswickers through a reduction in personal
income tax. The proposed savings would begin on July 1 and be fully reflected when New
Brunswickers file their 2021 tax returns in the spring of 2022.

Electric vehicle incentive program announced

A provincial program shifted into drive today with the launch of a rebate initiative for New
Brunswickers who purchase eligible electric vehicles. People who buy or lease eligible new
or used electric vehicles from a dealer in the province will be eligible for a rebate under
the New Brunswick Electric Vehicle Incentive Program. Financial support for the three-year
program, which comes from the Climate Change Fund, will be approved annually. For
fiscal 2021-22, $1.95 million was approved. People who purchase or lease new qualifying
battery electric vehicles and long-range plug-in hybrid electric vehicles may receive up to
$5,000. People who purchase or lease new short-range plug-in hybrids may receive up to
$2,500. Those who buy used battery electric vehicles may receive up to $2,500 and
purchasers of used plug-in hybrid electric vehicles may receive up to $1,000. NB Power
will initially administer the rebate program, which will provide rebates retroactively to
individuals and organizations who purchase vehicles. Later this fall, dealers will provide
the rebate directly to those purchasing qualifying vehicles.
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